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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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basic requirements, including those intangible necessities like love, appreciation, and understanding. If it's true that we've been created by God, however, any "adequacy" apart from Him is simply unthinkable. If we're creatures, there is no such thing as being "sufficient" without our Creator. Speaking of his apostleship, Paul enunciated a principle that holds true for all human beings: "Our sufficiency is from God" (2 Corinthians 3:5).


The glorious truth is that, if God is in us and we are in Him, we can do much more than just "get by." Through us God can sweep away every obstacle that stands in the path of His purposes. "In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us" (Romans 8:37). To be rightly related to God is to believe that He "has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind" (2 Timothy 1:7).


A wise Hebrew proverb says, "The soul of man is the lamp of God. "Man is a weak and miserable animal until the light of God burns in his soul. But when that light burns . . . man becomes the most powerful being in the world. Nor can this be otherwise, for what then acts in him is no�longer his strength but the strength of God." (Leo Tolstoy)





(Word Point, by Gary Henry)





			JP





     All this speaks to the fact that we typically define life in terms of academic degrees, bank accounts, careers, and possessions.  I ask, where are the people who define life in God's terms?


     The practical New Testament writer James prods us to think about life on a different plane.  "Come now, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit'; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.  For what is your life?" (4:13-14).  This is a probing questions that God answers, but one that we must also answer for ourselves.


God Answers This Question


     James answers his own question about life:  "It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away."  We identify with his comparison.  We've seen a morning fog, mist from the ocean, or steam from a teakettle--vapors that appear then dissipate.  Life is like that when you look at it as a whole.  Our life's span on the canvas of eternity is a mere speck.  Kind of puts things in perspective, doesn't it?








us to seek the essence of life--"the kingdom of God" and "treasure in the heavens" (12:31-33). He declares, "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it" (Matthew 16:25).


 We Must Answer This Question.


     The way Jesus and James define life points us to think and look beyond the world for our definition.  Life in this world is so momentary and material that we are prone to think only in terms of surviving and enjoying what's here.


      God says that life is more than what is here and now.  True life is living with a constant awareness of the will of God, seeking the kingdom of God, having the life of God.  To choose another course is sheer folly.  It is to stake our lives and eternal destiny on the fleeting and the fleshly.


     What is your life?  Are you living with the understanding and conviction that Jesus is the Life (John 11:25, 14:6), the Word of Life (1 John 1:1), and the Bread of Life (John 6:48)?  Are you losing your life for His sake that you may have true life (Matthew 6:25)?  Do you believe that Jesus came that we might have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10)?  When Christ who is our life appears, will you appear with Him in Glory (Colossians 3:4)?  Only if your life consists of Him now.














					





"What is Your Life?"


David Holder





The issue of defining our life is foisted upon us almost from the start.  Parents bring children into the world, often with grandiose ideas of what they will be and do.  They push and prod them to be smarter, stronger, and richer.  We repeatedly solicit from children, "What do you want to be when you grow up?"  We are disappointed when they say a preacher, delighted when they say a doctor.  At the "crossroads of life" such as high school graduation, we are made to feel the weight of the world on our shoulders to decide some significant direction for ourselves.








 Our perspective about life is also shaped by the way Jesus addressed both avarice and anxiety.  When a man asked Jesus to arbitrate a family squabble over an inheritance, Jesus abruptly responded, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses" (Luke 12:15).


   Jesus drove this point home with the parable of a rich man whose ground yielded plentifully. He decided to build bigger barns to have many goods laid up for himself for many years.  God said he was foolish for such thinking .  The man staked his future well being and happiness on his "many things" without any thought of being rich toward God.  That night God required his soul.  The man made his life consist of riches for himself, while starving his soul of life's true treasures.  We can make the same mistake.


     Jesus turned to His disciples to teach them a complementary lesson about worry:  "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.  Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing: (Luke 12:22-23).  Instead of worrying about the "things" of life, Jesus urges 





Strength


Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13)





     Our weakness when we are without God is more than matched by the strength we can have when we are with Him. If we can manage to avoid interfering with what God wants to do through us, wonderful things can be accomplished, things both great and good. We can be persons of extraordinary strength.


     The key is our connection to God. Jesus said, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing" (John 15:4,5). We begin to be strong only when we humbly acknowledge God's sovereign right to set the terms of our fellowship with Him. It is God who determines what the gospel will require of us, and true strength on our part comes from respecting His requirements.


     One of our deepest fears is that of insufficiency. We worry that when the time comes, won't have enough of something we truly need. We fear the prospect of having to do without any of life's 		Cont. on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine  Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


Bro. Ron Wood's uncle passed away 


last week. 


We are thrilled, that Sis. Crystal 


Crouch was baptized into Christ last


Saturday. We welcome her to our 


Spiritual family. 


_______________________________


Teen Forum is Only one Week Away


Are you prepared?


______________________________


Conflict class today at 3:45 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 2-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 3-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Jack Green


   Asst. 5-----Malcolm Smith


2nd Prayer----Michael Burke


Read Scripture---Ken Gay 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Huff


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----David Holmes


Song Leader-------Rex Veteto


2nd Prayer------Steve Tramell


Read Scripture ---Wes Guyton


Sermon----Grant Hicks


Lord's Supper----Drew Bowman


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


Invitation---Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke (770-889-8747)


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














